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Abraham Lincoln’s model of democracy did not recognise women
as equal to men. In the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
social norms confined many women’s activities to the domestic
sphere. Yet individuals do not always conform to rules imposed
by others; some consequently become celebrated or notorious.
Whatever the judgements and outcomes of successive waves of
feminism, the injustices inflicted on women have prompted
repeated protest. In rare cases, daring women have managed to
balance private life and career, skilfully navigating between
spatula and state.

In many real-world situations, motivation fuelled by
negative emotions resonates more broadly than motivation
derived from positive feelings. Dissatisfaction often underpins
even ostensibly generous intentions. Broadly speaking, people are
driven by two opposing tendencies: they either pursue their
desires by exploiting available opportunities, or strive to realise an
apparently unattainable aim despite lacking the necessary
predispositions or resources. When driven by outrage, an
individual may go beyond their original goals. This convergence
of aim and outcome can be framed as a theory of success
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grounded in individual will and stimulated by positive or negative
catalysts. | term it the Theory of Pro and Con: a desired goal can
be reached regardless of the catalyst’s valence, although the
catalyst’s nature affects the intensity of motivation and the
strength of the outcome. The more severe and numerous the
disadvantages, the greater the potential achievement.

Human beings have an innate inclination to distinguish
themselves, expressed to varying degrees. The Theory of Pro and
Con neither advocates celebrity nor equates success with wealth
or status. Instead, success denotes an individual’s sense of
fulfilment through inner, spiritual balance, distinct from
religiosity. Material success, even when publicly recognised, is
not equivalent to the self-realisation described by this theory. A
person is successful when they have done their best, not when
they have conformed to prevailing definitions of success. I argue
that this is sufficient to fulfil one’s purpose.

Charlie Chaplin exemplifies this theory of success. He
demonstrated a form of liberal paternalism, captured—whether
authentically or apocryphally—in the famous line to Geraldine:
“Struggle with me, my girl; fight my thoughts. I don’t like
obedient offspring.” After a life of vicissitudes, he understood that
the theory applies to those persistent enough to swim against the
current. Obedience, he suggests, can hinder the formation of
character. Parents who cannot wait for their children to become
independent may fail to appreciate Chaplin’s point. Whether the
famous letter was genuinely written by Chaplin or by the Iranian
journalist Farajollah Saba, its progressive wisdom remains
valuable: its counsel radiates Chaplinian humanity and seeks to
guide a child towards inner success.

Eleanor Roosevelt discovered the balance between life’s
pros and cons too late to save her marriage; she learned it the hard
way. By contrast, the French protagonist Fanfan’s conduct
secured Alexandre’s affection. Both Roosevelts endured personal
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trials that exposed them to the pros-and-cons dynamic: Eleanor
faced her husband’s infidelity, while Franklin suffered a
debilitating 1illness. Such adversity can catalyse remarkable
resilience. Bess Truman, by contrast, was protected by her
husband’s devotion and drifted safely along the tropical shore of
her love life, never encountering the bitter stimulus described in
Eleanor’s words: “A woman is like a teabag. You never know
how strong she is until she’s in hot water.” Hillary Clinton faced
trials of her own but prevailed by weighing the costs and benefits
of her relationship with her presidential husband. She exemplifies
the application of the Theory of Pro and Con.

When and where did a woman’s peculiar destiny begin—
the harsh fate that repeatedly casts her into hardship yet demands
that she emerge renewed? Hatshepsut stands out among those
reborn like mythical phoenixes. A glance at Djeser Djeseru
evokes an untold female sorrow, carved into the mortuary temple
of this unique pharaoh; her claim to liberty and equality resonates
powerfully across the centuries.

Hatshepsut’s life vividly illustrates the Theory of Pro and
Con. The daughter of Amun Ra was neither the first nor the last
female ruler, yet she occupies a singular position among women
who governed. Her features convey a complex emotional
palette—faith, trust and the melancholy of foreboding—while she
continues to look forward, ready for whatever awaits. Perhaps one
day the enigma of her motivation will be explained.

It is difficult to imagine an ordinary woman voluntarily
surrendering personal happiness to fight for an abstract idea,
however noble. Yet the Theory of Pro and Con posits that
individual dissatisfaction often fuels sustained struggle. Both men
and women require such motivation; ultimately, what matters is
the presence of human virtues. The pro-and-con dynamic is
contingent on circumstances and, I suggest, operates within a
broader, more universal framework akin to a theory of relativity.
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